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PREFACE 


I W LHE 


READER. 


Heſe Papers, which are here preſented tm 71-0, 
were writ for the uſe of a private Perſon, and 
by the Advice of ſome Friends, are now made 

Publick. We find how buſte the Romiſh Fmiſſaries 
are to corrupt our People,and think our ſelves equally con- 
cerned to Antidote them againſt Popery and Fanaticiſm : 
Two extreams equally dangerous to the Government of 
Church and State in theſe Kingdoms both in their Princt- 
ples and Prattices ; and both of them very great Corrupt i- 
ons of the Chriſtian Religion, and very dangerous to mens 
Souls. Some of our Clergy have already been ſo chari- 
table to our Diſſenters, as to warn them of their dan= 
ger, and by the Strength and Evidence of Scripture 
and Reaſon, to Convince them of their miſtakes ; and / 
pray God forgive thoſe men , and turn their Ffearts, 
who will not contribute ſo much to their own Convillion 
and Satisfattion, as diligently and impartially to read 
and conſider what is ſo charitably offered to them. t1r- 
worance and miſtake may excuſe men, who have no 0p- 
portunities of knowing better, but ſuch willful and re- 
ſobved Ignorance, which bars up mens minds againſt ai! 
means of better Information, will as ſoon damn them, as 


fins againſt knowledge. A 2 And 
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And now it might juſtly be thought want of Charir, 
20 thoſe of the Roman Communion , (hould we take ns 
care at all of them; nay, want of Charity to thoſe of 
our own Communion, and to Diſſenters themſelves , who 
are daily aſſaulted by the buſie Fattors for Rome. For 
the Diſputes againſt the Church of Rome, as well as 
againſt Diſſenters, are for the moſt part too Learned, 
and too Voluminous for the inſtruttion of ordinary Peo: 
ple, and therefore ſome ſhort and plain Diſcourſes about 
the principal Matters in diſpute between us, is the moſt 
effettual way we can take to confirm men in their Reli- 
240n, and preſerve them from the crafty inſinuations of 
ſuch as lie in wait to deceive. 

Some few Attempts , which have been already made 
of that kind, give me ſome hope, that ſeveral other 
Trafts will follow, that the ruine of the Church of Eng- 
hand (if God ſhall pleaſe ever to permit ſuch a thing) 
. whether by Popery, or Fanaticifm, may not be charged 
upon our neglett to inſtrutt People better. 

' Some Perſons , it ſeems, whoſe Talent lies more in 
cenſuring what others do, than in doing any good them- 
ſelves, are pleaſed to put ſome ſiniſter Conſtrultions on 
this Deſign ; as it is wmpoſſible to deſign any thing [0 
well, but men of ill minds,who know not what it means to 
do good for goods ſake, ſhall be able to find ſome bad 
zame for it. Some gueſs that we now write againſt Pope- 
ry only to play an after-Game, and to regain the Favorr 
and good Opinion of Diſſenters, which we have loſt by 
writing againſt them: But I know not that any man has 
loft their Favour by it, nor that any man values their 
Favour for any other reaſon, thaw to. have the greater 
advantage of doing them gord. If ſo good a work, as 
confuting the Errors of the Church of Rome, will give 
the Diſſenters ſuch a good Opinion of us, as to make 
them more impartially confider what has been writ to 


perſwade 
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__ them to Communion with the Church of Eng- 
and, 7 know no reaſon any man has to be aſhamed to 
own it, thoughit were part of his deſign; but whether 
it is or not, is more than I know; [I dare undertake for 
thoſe Perſons I am acquainted with, that they neither 
value the favour, nor fear the diſpleaſure either of Fa- 
waticks or Papiſts, but yet heartily defire to do good to 
them both. 

Bat there is a more miſchievous ſuggeſtion than this, 
that the deſign of ſuch Papers is only to raiſe a new cry 
and noife about Popery, and to alarm the People, and 
diſturb the Government with new Fears and Jealouſies : 
Truly, if I thought this would be the effett of it, 1 
would burn my Papers preſently ; for 1 am ſure the 
Church of tens will get nothing by a Tumultuary 
and Clamorous Zeal againſt the Church of Rome, and / 
had much rather ſuffer under Pepery, than contribute «- 
ny thing towards raiſing a Popular Fury to keep it out, 
We profeſs our ſelves as irreconcileable Enemies to 
Popery, as we are to Fanaticiſm, and deſire that all 
the World may know it ; but we will never Rebell, nor 
countenance any Rebellion againſt our lawful Soveraign, 
to keep out either, we leave ſuch Principles and Pra». 
flices to Papiſts and Fanaticks. But when we find our 
People Afſaulted by the Agents of Rome, and do not 
think our ſelves ſecure from "yy Deſigns, we think 
it our Duty to give them the beſt inſtruttions we can 
to preſerve them from ſuch Errors, as we believe 
will deſtroy their Souls ; and cannot but wonder, that 
any men, who are as much concerned to take care of 
Souls as we are, ſhould think this a needleſs or a 
ſeandalous undertaking. TI wiſh ſuch men would ſpeak 
out , and tell us plainly, what they think of Popery 
themſelves. If they think this Defien not well mana- 


ged, by thoſe who undertake it, it would more become 
A} thens: 
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them to commend the Deſign , and do it better then 
ſelves ; I know no man , but would very gladly be ex. 
cuſed, as —_ other work enough to imploy his time, 
but yet T had rather ſpend my vacant minutes this 


way , than in cenſuring the good that other men do, 
while I do none my ſetf, 
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The Words of the Paper, which 
was ſent to me, are theſe. 


of our Legiſlator, has left to us a means 

of knowing the true ſenſe and meaning of 
the Holy Scriptures, which is the Church : 
Now I judge this Church muſt be known to be 
the true Church, by its continual wiſible Suc- 
ceſſion from Chriſt till our Days. But I doubt 
whether or no the Proteſtant Church can make 
out this continual viſible Succeſſion, and deſire 


to be informed. \ 


ANSWER. 


| # is my Opinion that the infinite Goodneſs 


= AT Chriſt has left a means of knowing 
the true ſenſe and meaning of the Holy Scri- 


ptures, I readily grant; or elſe it had been to no 
purpoſe to have lett us the Scriptures. But the latter 
Clauſe isvery ambiguous, for the meaning may ei- 
ther be, that we may underſtand by the Scriptures, 
which is the Church; or that the Church is thc 
means whereby we muſt underſtand the true ſenſe 


and meaning of the Scripture. 
The 


(2) 


The firſt is a true Proteſtant Principle, and there- 
fore I preſume not intended by this Obje&tor. For 


how we ſhould know that there is any Church with- , 


out the Information we receive by rhe Scripture, I 
cannot Divine; and yet we may as ably know 
that thereis a Church, as we can know which 1s the 
truc Church without the Scripture. For there is no 
other meansot knowing,either that there is a Church, 
or what this Church is, or what are the Properties 
of a True and Sound and Orthodox Church , but by 
Revelation, and we have no other Revelation of this 
but what 1s contained in the Holy Scriptures. 

As for the Second, That the Church is the means 
of knowing the true ſenſe and meaning of the Scri- 
prures, it 15 in ſome ſenſe very true, in ſome ſenſe v2- 
ry falle. 

x. It isin ſome ſenſe*true , and acknowledged by 
all ſober Proteſtants. As, 1. If by the Church we un- 
derſtand the Univerſal Church of all Ages, as we re- 
ceive the Scriptures themſelves handed down by them 
fo our time, ſo whatever Docftrines of Faith have 
been univerſally received by them, is one of the beſt 
means to find out the true ſenſe of Scripture. For 
the nearer they were to the times of the Apoſtles, 
the more likely they were to underſtand the true 
ſenſe of their Writings, being inſtrufted by the A- 
poſtles themſelves in the meaning of them. And 
thus we have a certain Rule to ſecure us from all 
dangerous Errors in expounding Scripture. For the 
great and ht—and Daltamcs of the Chriſtian 
Religion, are as plainly contained in the Writings 
of the firſt Fathers of the Church , and as unani- 
mouſly aſſerted by them, as the Authority of the 


Scriptuzes themſelves: and therefore though we have ' 


not a Traditionary Expoſition of every particular 
Text 
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Text of Scripture; yet we have of the great and fun- 
damental Do&trines of Faith, and therefore muſt 
ever expound Scripture ſo as to contradict the known 
and avowed ſenſe of the Catholick Church. And 
this courſe the Church of Fng/and takes; ſhe re- 
ceives the Definitions of the four firſt General Coun- 
cils, and requires her Biſhops and Clergy to Expound 
the Scriptures according to the proteſt Do&rines of 
thoſe firſt and pureſt Ages of the Church, 
2. We ought to pay great deference to, and not 


lightly and wantonly oppoſe the Judgment and Au- 


thority of the particular Church , wherein we live, 
when her Expoſitions of Scripture do not evidently 
and notion) contradict the ſenſe of the Catholick 
Church, eſpecially of the firſt and beſt Ages of it. 
For it does not become private men to oppoſe their 
Sentiments and Opinions to the Judgment of the 
Church, unleſs in ſuch plain Caſes, as every honeſt 
man may be preſumed a very Competent Judge in the 
matter ; and noChurch, nor all the Churches in the 
World have ſuch Authority,that we muſt renounce our 
Senſes, and deny the firſt principles oft Reaſon, to 
follow them with a blind and implicite Faith, 

And thus the Church, that is, the Senſe and Judg- 
ment of the Catholick Church, is a means for the 
finding out the truc ſenſe of Scripture 3 and though 
we may miſtake the ſenſe ot ſome particular Texts, 
(which the Remaniſts themſelves will not deny, 
but that even infallible Councils may do, who tho 
they are infallible in their Concluſions, yet are not 
always fo.in the Arguments or Mediums, whether 
drawn from Scripture or Reaſon, whereby they 
prove them) yet it .is, Morally impoſſible we ſhould 
beguilty of any dangerous miſtake, while we make 


the Catholick Do&rine of the Church our _ 
B an: 


— — CS 


TY 


and in other matters follow the Judgment , and ſub- 
mit to the Authority of the Church , wherein we 
live ; which is as abſolutely neceflary, as Peace and 
Order and good Government in the Church. 

2. But then this is very falſe, it we mean that the 
Church is the only means of finding out the true 
ſenſe of the Scriptures ; or if by the Church we un- 
derſtand any particular Church, as I ſuppoſe this Per- 
ſon does, the Roman Catholick, that is, the parti- 
cular univerſal Church of Rome; or it we mean the 
Church of the preſent Age, or by Means underſtand, 
ſuch a Decretory Sentence, as muſt determine our 
Faith, and command our Aſlent ; that we mult ſeek 
for no other Reaſon of our Faith, but the Authori- 
ty of the Church in expounding Scriptures. I ſhall 
diſcourſe ſomething briefly of each ot theſe. 

1. To ſay that the Church is the only Means to 
find out the true ſenſe of Scripture, is very falſe and 
abſurd, For, 1. This ſuppoſes the Holy Scriptures 
to be a very unintelligible Book, which is a great re- 
proach to the Holy Spirit, by which it was Indited , 
that he either could not, or would not ſpeak intelligi- 
bly to the World. 

2, This is a dire&t Contradiction to thoſe Exhor- 
tations of Chriſt and his Apoſtles to ſtudy the Scri- 
ptures, which were made to private men, and therc- 
tore neceſſarily ſuppoſes, that the Holy Scriptures are 
to be underſtood as other Writings are, by conſider- 
ing the Propriety of the Words and Language where- 
in they are written, the Scope and Deſign of the 
place, and ſuch other means, as honeſt and ſtudious 
—— uſe to find out the meaning of any other 
Book. 

3- It the Scriptures are fo unintelligible, that an 

honeſt 
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honeſt man cannot find out the meaning of them, 
without the infallible interpretation of the Church, 
I would deſire to know whether Chriſt and his Apo- 
ſtles Preach'd intelligibly to their Hearers2 It they 
did not, to what purpoſe did they Preach at all 2 By 
what means were men Converted to the Faith 2 If 
they did, how come theſe Sermons to be fo unintel- 
ligible now they are written, which were fo intelli- 
gible when they were ſpoken 2 For the Goſpels con- 
taina plain Hiſtory of what Chriſt did, and of what 
he ſaid ; and the Apoſtles wrote the fame things to 
the Churches when they were abſent, which they 
Preach'd to them when they were preſent ; and we 
reaſonably ſuppoſe, that they as much deſigned that 
the Churches ſhould underſtand what they Wrote, 
as what they Preach'd, and therctore that they ge- 
nerally uſed the ſame form of words in their writing 
and in their Preaching : And this makes it agreat Rid- 
dle, how one ſhould be very plain and eaſie to be un- 
derſtood,and the other ſignifie nothing without an in- 
fallible Interpreter, 

4. If the Scriptures bc in themſelves unintelligible, 
I would deſire to know how the Church comes to 
underſtand them 2? It by any humane means, toge- 
ther with the ordinary Aſliſtances of the Divine Spt- 
rit, then they are to be underſtood , and then why 
may not every Chriſtian in proportion to his Skill in 
Languages,and in the Rules of Reaſon and Diſcourſe, 
underſtand them allo ? 

If the Church cannot underſtand the Scriptures by 
any humane means, but only by Inſpiration, ( for 
there is no Medium between theſe two) to what pur- 
poſe were the Scriptures written? For we might as 
well have learnt the will of God from the Church, 


without the Scriptures, as with them. God could 
B 2 have 
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have immediately revealed his will to the Church 
without a written Rule, as well as reveal the mean- 
ing of that written Rule, which it ſeems has no fig- 
nification at all, till the Church, by Inſpiration, gives 
an Orthodox meaning to it. 

5. Andit we cannot underſtand the Scriptures, till 
the Church Expounds them to us , how ſhall we 
know, whiclt is the Church , and that this Church 
is ſuch an intallible Interpreter of Scriptures 2 The 
Church is to be known only by the Scriptures, and 
the Scriptures arc to be underſtood only by the 
Church; if we will know the Church, we muſt 
firſt underſtand the Scriptures, and it we will under- 
ſtand the Scriptures, we mult firſt know the Church, 
and when both muſt be known firſt, or wecan know 
neither, it is impoſlible in this way , either to un- 
derſtand the Scriptures, or find out the Church. 

For; ſuppoſe the Church does expound Scripture 
by Inſpiration, how ſhall we be aſſured that it does 
ſo? Muſt we believe every Man, or every Church, 
which pretends to Inſpiration 2 This is a contradi- 
tion to the Apoſtles Rule, not to believe every Spi- 
rit, but to try the Spirits, How then thall they be 
tried? I know but two ways, either by Miracles, 
or by Scripture, Miracles arc now ceas'd, unleſs we 
will believe ſome fabulous Legends, which all wiſe 
men in the Church of Rome arc aſhamed of; and if 
there were real Miracles wrought, they are of no 
Authority againſt a ſtanding Rule of Faith , which 
the Apoſtlecalls a more ſure word of Propheſie. If 
then we muſt judge of theſe pretences to Revelati- 
on by the Scriptures, which is the only way now 
left, then there is a way of underſtanding the Scri- 
ptures without this Revelation; for if we muſt un- - 
derſtand the Scriptures by Revelation, and Revelati- 
on 


(7) 


on by the Scriptures, we are got into a new Circle 
and can underſtand neither. ; 

06bj. Butdowe not fee how many Schifms and He- 
refies have-been occafioned, by fuftering every one 
to Expound Scripture for himfelf 2 How many Divi- 
ſions and Sub-divifions are there among Proteftants, 
who agree in little elſe, beſides their oppoſition to 
Popery ? And 1s it pollible to cure this without an in- 
tallible Interpreter of Scriptures - Is it not a Contra- 
diction to common Experience, to ſay, that the 
ſenſe of Scripture is plain and certain , when ſo tew 
men can agree what it is? 

Anſ. x. Yes, we do ſee this, and lament it, and 
arc bcholden to the Church of Rome, and her Emif- 
farics in a great mcaſure for it, But yet we know, 
thus it has been in all Ages of the Chriſtian Church, 
as well as now ; and we take the fame way to con- 
jute-theſe Hereſies, and to preſerve the Purity of the 
Faith, 'and the Unity of the Church, which the Pri- 
mitive Fathers did, by appealing to Scripture, and 
the DoRrine and Practice of the Catholick Church, 
which is the beſt way any Church can take , when 
there is no infallible Judge of Controverfies : And 
it the Primitive Church had known any ſuch intalli- 
ble Judge, they would certainly have appealed to 
him, at one time or other; and it had been impolii- 
ble, that any Errors or Hereſies thould for any long 
time together have diſturbed the Church ; but we 
hear nothing of him for many hundred years atter 
Chriſt ; bur the ancient Fathers took the ſame way 
toconfute the Hereſies of their days, which we do 
now, which is a good probable Argument, that they 
knew no better. Ana the preſent Diviſions of the 
Chriſtian Church, are no greater Argument againſt 


us, than the Ancicnt Herelies were againtt the Pri- 
mitive: 
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mitive Church, or than the Proteſtant Hereſies (as 
they are pleaſed to call them) are againſt the Church 
of Rome > For what advantage has the Church of 
Rome upon this account above any other profeſſion of 
Chriſtians. Thoſe who are of the ſame Communi- 
on are of the ſame Mind. Thus it is among us, and 
it is no better -among them; for we are no more of 
their mind,than they are of ours; nay notwithſtanding 
all their pretences to infallibility, moſt of the Diſputes, 
which divide the Proteſtant Churches , are as fairly 
diſputed among themſelves, witneſs the famous Con- 
troverſie between the TJanſexiſts, and Moliniſts ; 
which their infallible Judge never thought fit 
to determine to this day: They live indeed 
in the Communion of the ſame Church, notwith- 
ſtanding theſe Diſputes, becauſe it is a very dange- 
rous thing to leave it ; but = are more beholden 
to the Inquiſition, than to infallibility for this Unity. 

2. How do theſe Diviſions and Hereſics, which 
diſturb the Church, prove, that no man can be cer- 
tain of his Religion? It we cancertainly know what 
the ſenſe of Scripture is, notwithſtanding there are 
many different Opinions about it, then the diverſity 
of Opinions is no Argument againſt us; if we can- 
not becertainof any thing, which others deny, diſ- 
pute, or doubt of, then how can any Papiſt be cer- 
tain that his Church is infallible 2. For all the reſt of 
the Chriſtian Church deny this, and ſcorn their Pre- 
tenſions toit. I may indeed ſafely acquiclce in the 
Determinations of an infallible Judge, whom I am in- 
fallibly aſſured to be infallible, how many contrary 
Opinions ſoever there are in the World ; But when 
infallibility it ſelf is the matter of the diſpute, and I 
have noinfallible way to know whether there be any 
ſuchthing, or where this infallibility is ſeated, if di- 
verſity 
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verſity of Opinions be an Argument againſt the 
certainty of any thing, which I am not, and cannot 
be infallibly aſſured of, then it is a certain demon- 
ſtration againſt infallibility it ſelf. 

Unleſs we will take the Church of Romes word for 
her own infallibility, we cannot have the Deciſion 
of an infallible Judge in this matter, for ſhe will al 
low no other infallible Judge, but her ſelf; and yet 
this is ſo abſurd a way, that it ſuppoſes, that we be- 
lieve, and that we diſ-believe the ſame thing at the 
ſame time. For unleſs we before-hand believe the 
Church to be infallible, her ſaying ſo is no infallible 
proof thar ſhe is infallible ; and yet the very demand 
of a proof ſuppoſes that we are not certain of it, 
that we doubt of it, or diſ-believe it. When we ask 
the Church whether the be infallible, it ſuppoſes that 
we are not ccrtain of it, otherwiſe we ſhould need no 
__ - and whenwe believe theChurch to be infallible, 

cauſe ſhe ſays ſo, it ſuppoſes, that we did betore- 
hand believe that ſhe 1s intallible, otherwiſe, her 
ſaying ſo is no proot. 

The greateſt Champions for the Church of Rome, 
never pretended that they could produce any intalli- 
ble proofs, which is the true Church. Cardinal 
Bellarmine attempts no more, than to alledge 
ſome Motives of Credibility, to make the thing 
probable , and to inclinemen to believeit ; and yet 
it is impoſſible we can be more certain of the Infalli- 
bility ot the Church, than we are, that it is a true 
Church; and if a Papiſt have only ſome motives of 
Credibility, to believe the Church of Rome to be a 
true Church, he can have no greater probabilities, 
that it is an infallible Church. 

Now not to take notice, what a tottering Foun» 


dation ſome high probabilities, Though they _—_ 
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tedto a moral aſſurance, is for the belief of Tnfallibt- 
lity, which 1s to put more 1n the Concluſion than 
thereis in the Premifes. The only uſe I ſhall make 
of it at preſent is this;,That we can at teaſt bees certain 
of the meaning of Scripture, as' the Papiſts arerhat 
their Church is infallible, for they can be no more in- 
fallibly affured of this, than we are of our interpre- 
tations of 'Scripture ; and therefore , if the diverlſi- 
ty of 'Opinions about theſenſe of Scriptures, grome 
that we'cannot be certain what the true Senfe of it 
tis, the fame Argument proves, that they cannot be 
certain that theur Church is infallible, becauſe this is 
not only doubted, but abſolutely denied by the great- 
eſt part of the Chriſtian World, and was never 
thought of by the beſt and pureſt Ages of it. So 
that this Argument proves too much, and recoils ” 
on themſelves, like a Gun which is over-charged ; 
and if, for their own fakes, they will grant that we 
may be certain of ſome things, which arc as confi- 
dently denied, and diſputed by others ;- then the di- 
verſity of Opinions in the Church, is no Argument, 
that we cannot be certain of our Religion, but only 
teaches us greater Caution, and Diligence, and Ho- 

neſty, in our inquiries aſter Truth. | 
3. Theſe Diviſions and Herelies that are in the 
Chriſtian Church , are no better Argument a- 
o4inſt the truth and certainty of our Religion , than 
the diverſities of Religions that are in the World , are 
againſt thetruth of Chriſtianity. The whole World 
is far enough from being Chriſtian ; great part of it 
are Jews, or Pagans, or Maþumetanes (till ; and this 
is4s goodan Argument, to prove the uncertainty of 
all Religions,as the different Parties and Profeſſions of 
Chriſtians arc to prove,that we cannot be certain, what 
the trucChriſtianChurch,nor what — = 
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The Goſpel of our Saviour was notdeſigncd ro otier 
any force or violence to mens Faith or Underfiand- 
ing» no more than to their Wills. Were there fuch 
an irreſiſtible and compulſory Evidence in the Goſpel, 
that wherever it were Preach'd, it ſhould Le impollt- 
ble for any man, though never ſo wicked and ill dif- 
poſed, tocontinue an Infidel, or to prove a Here- 
tick, Faith would beno greater a Virtue, than tarc'd 
Obedience and Compliance is. The Goſpel bas Evi- 
dence enough to Convince honeſt Minds, and is plain 
enough to be underſtood, by thoke who are honeſt 
and teachable ; and theretore has its Effe&ts upon 
thoſe who are Curable, which is all that it was de- 
ſigned for. Thoſe, who will not believe, may con- 
tinue Infidels, and thoſe, who will not underſtand, 
may fall into Errors, and believe a Lye; and yet 
there is Evidence enough to Convince, and Plainneſs 
enough to Inſtruct well diſpoſed minds, and certain- 
ty —_ incach to be the toundarion ot a Divine 
Faith. 

The fum is this, Though the Inftructions of the 
Church are a very good means for the underſtanding 
of the ſenſe of Scripture, yet they are not the only 
means ; the Holy Scripture is a very intelligible 
Book, in ſuch matters as areabſolutely neceflary to 
Salvation ; and could we ſuppoſe, that a man , who 
had never heard of a Church, ſhould have the ule of 
the Bible, in a Language which he underſtood, by 2 
diligent reading of it he might uaderſtand enough 
to be ſaved. 

2. If by Church is meant any particular Church ; 
as ſi the Romay Catholick Church, .-or the 
Church of the prefent Age, ir is abſolutely falſe to. 
fay, that the Church, in this ſenſe, is always a fure 
and fafe means of underſtanding = Scripture. wn 
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has been Unverfally believed by all Chriſtian Church. 
es, in all Ages, or at leaſt, by all Churches of the 
firſt and pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity , which were 
neareſt the rimes of the Apoſtles, and might be pre. 
ſumed beſt to underſtand the ſenſe of the Apoſtles 
in the great Articles of our Faith, is a very fate Rule 
for the interpretation of Scripture ; and the gene- 
ral Practice of thoſe Primitive Apoſtolick Churches, 
in matters of Government and Diſcipline, before 
they were corrupted by worldly Ambition , and ſe- 
cular Intereſt, isa very fate Rule for our Practice alſo, 
and this is the Rule whereby our Church is retormcd, 
2nd to which we appeal. 

There arc but three things neceſſary to be under- 
ſtood by Chriſtians, cither the Articles of Faith or 
the Rules of Lite, or the external Order and Dilci- 
plinc of the Church, and Adminiſtration of Religious 
Olſjices. 

1. As for the Rules of Life, all thoſe Duties 
which we owe to God and Men, they are fo plainly 
contained in the Holy Scriptures, that no honett 
man can miſtake them ; I ſuppoſe the Church of 
Rome her ſelf, will not pretend , that there is any 
necd of an infallible Interpreter to teach men what 
is meant by Loving God with all our Heart, and our 
Neighbour as our ſelves. 

2. As tor the Articles of Faith, thoſe which are 
tundamental to the Chriſtian Religion , and which 
every Chriſtian ought to belicve,: are ſo plain 1n 
Scripture, that every honeſt and unprejudiced man 
may underſtand them; but however, as I obſerved 
betore, we govern our ſelves in theſe things hy, the 
received Doctrine of the Catholick ,Church 'of the 
firſt and pureſt Ages, and if this,be not a fafe Rule, 
we canbe certain of nothing. And what the Face 
IC 
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lick Faith was, we learn from thoſe ſhort ſummar:; 
of Faith, which were univerſally owned by all Ca- 
tholick Churches. For what we now call the Apo- 
ſtles Creed , was very anciently received in ll 
Churches, with ſome little variety indeed of Words 
and Phraſe, but without any diflererce of {ene ; 
and the Catholick Faith was not oaly preſerved in 
ſuch ſhort Summariesand Creeds,' which were as li- 
able to be perverted by Hereticks, as the Scriptures 
themſelves, but was more largely explained in the 
Writings of the ancient Fathers ; and though thi; 
will not inable usro underſtand every Phrafe and Ex- 
preflion of Scripture, but we muſt uſe other incans to 
do that, as Skill in the Original Languages, a know- 
ledge of ancient Cultoms, and ancient Diſputes, to 
which the Apoſtles trequently allude , a conlidera- 
tion of rhe Scope and Deſign of the place, &c. Yet 
rhe Catholick Faith received and owned by the” Pri- 
mitive Church, is fo far a Rule, as ' it directs us to 
Expound Scripture to a true Catholick ſenſe. As 
St. Paul commands the Romans, that thoſe who pro- 
pheſie, ſhould Prophefie according to the proporti- 
on of Faith, Rom. 12. 6. Kar dreavrytar miciws, accord- 
ing to the Analogic of Faith: That is, that in the in- 
terpreting the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament they 
ſhould expound them to a Chriitian ſenle , according 
to thoſe Doctrines of the Chriſtian Faith, which hs 
had taught them; and this was a late Rule for «x 

pounding the Old Teſtament , wluch contained rl 
Types, and Figures, and Propheſies of the Goſpel- 
State, And thus in expounaing the new Teſtament, 
now it 15 committed to writing , we mult Prophelic 
according to the Analogie of Faith, or as he com- 
mands 7mothy in his Preaching, Hold faſt the forn, 


of ſound words, which thou hatt heard from me 
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2 Tim. 1. 13. It ſeems the Apoſtle had given him a 
torm of found words, according to which he was to 
dire&+ his Preaching ; whether this refers to a thort 
111i mary of Faith, ſuch as our Creed is, I cannot fay, 
: 1101/1 17 15 not improbable it may ; but it 1s plain, 
wehavea torm of ſound words delivered to us by 
tac Carholick Church, which contains the true Ca- 
cholick Faith, and theretore ought to be ſo far a Rule 
ro us 10 expounding Scripture, as never to contradict 
any thing which is contained 1n it, for that is to con- 
tradict the Faith of the Catholick Church. 

And when one great Article of this Faith, concern- 
ing the Eternal God-head of Chriſt the Son of God, 
was corrupted by Arius, a Presbyter of the Church 
of Alexandria, it gavean occaſion for a more full De. 
claration of the ſenſe of the Catholick Church about 
it. And. though the effects of that Controverſie 
were very tatal to the Church, yet it was very 
happy that it broke out in fuch an Age, when it 
could be determined. with greater certainty and 
greater Authority , than it could have been in any 
tucceeding Age of the Church ; by men, who were 
venerable for their Age, for their Wiſdom, for 
their Piety , for their undaunted Conteſſions un- 
der Heathen and Perſecuting Emperours , who knew 
what the ſenſe of the Carholick Church was , before 
this Controverle broke out , and before External 
Proſperity.'had, through eaſe and wantonneſs, cor- 
rupted the Faith, as well as the Manners of Chriſti. 
ans. 

3,As for matters of External Order ,Diſcipline, and 
Government,the Univerſal Practice of the Catholick 
Church is the beſt and fafeſtCommenton thoſe general 
Rules and DireCtions we have laid down-in Scripture. 
There is no doubt at all, but the Apoſtles did appoiat 
Governours, 
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Governours, and Rules of Order and Diſcipline, in 
the Churches planted by them ; what theſe were, the 
Chriſtians of thoſe days ſaw with their Eyes, in the 
daily practice of the Church ; and therctore the Apo- 
{tles, in thoſe Epiltlcs which they wrote to their 1c- 
veral Churches, did not give them fo punCtual, and 
particular an account of thoſe matters, which they 
lo well knew before, but, as occaſion ſerved, make 
only tome accidental mention of theſe things, and 
that in ſuch general terms, as were well cnough un- 
dcrſtood by them , who knew the praCtice of the 
Church inthat Age, but it may be, cannot meerly 
by the torce of the words, which may be capable 
of ſeveral Senſes, be ſo certainly and demonſtrative- 
ly determined to any one ſenſe (by us, who did not 
ſee what wasdone in thoſe days) as to avoid all poſli- 
ble Cavils of contentious men. 

This has occationed thoſe diſputes concerning In- 
fant Bapriſm, the ſeveral Orders and Degrees ot 
Churcli Governours, the Rites and Ceremonies of Re- 
ligious Worihip, and the like. Thoſe who lived in 
thoſe days, and ſaw what the Apoſtles did in thele 
matters, could not doubt of thety things, though it 
were not in exprels words faid, that Infants thould 
be baptized with their Parents, or that Biſhops are 


a Superiour Order to Presbyters, and Presbyters to. 


Deacons, or tliat it is lawful for the Governours of 
the Church to inſtitute and appoint ſyme ſignificant 
Rites and Ceremonies, tor the more decent and or- 
derly Adminiſtration of Religious Oflices. But be- 
cauſe there is not a preciſe and punctual account gi» 
ven of theſe matters, in the Writingsot the Apoſtles, 
which there was no nced of then, when thele things 
were obvious to their very Senſes, ſome perverſe and 
unreaſonable Diſputers,who obſtinately reject all other 
Evidence, 
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Evidence, will judge of theſe things juit- as they 
pleaſe themſelves, and alter their Opinions and Fan- 
cies, as often as they pleaſe. 

But now if there beany certaur way to know, what 
the pra&tice of the Apoſtles was in theſe Caſes, this 
1s the beſt Comment we can poſtibly have on ſuch 
Texts, as are not ſufficiently plain and expreſs with- 
out it. Now methinks any reaſonable man muſt 
acknowledge, that the beſt way to underſtand the 
Practice of the Apoſtles, is from the PraCtice of the 
Catholick Church in ſucceeding Ages, eſpecially 
while the memory of the Apoſtles was treth , and 
tieChurch Governed by Apcttolical men; when we 
cannot reaſonably ſulipest any Deviation trom the 
Primitive Practice ; and tiis is tne Rule which the 
Church of Fnz/an4 owns in ſuch matters, and by 
which ſherejects and contutes both the Innovarions 
and Corruptions of the Church of Rome, and the 
wild pretences of Fanaticiſm. 

So that we do in the moſt proper ſenſe own the 
Belief an Practice of the Primitive Church, to be the 
beſt means for Expounding Scripture. We do not 
leaveevery man to Expound Scripture by a private 
Spirit, as our Adverſarics of the Church of Rome re- 
proach us; we adhere to the ancient Catholick 
Church , which the Church of Rome on one fide, 
and the Fanaticks on the other, have forſaken: And 
though we reject the new invention of an infallible 
Judge, yer we are no Friends at all to Scepticiſm, but 
can givea more Rational account of our Faith , than 
the Church of Rome can. 

Had we no other way of underſtanding the ſenſe 
of Scripture, but by Propriety of the Language, and 
the Grammatical Conſtruction of the Words, and 
the ſcope and deſign of the Texts , their Connexion 
and 
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and Dependence on what goes before, and what 
tollows, and ſuch like means as we uſe for the under- 
{[tandingany other Locks of humane Compoſition ; 1 
doubt not, but honeſt and diligent Inquirers might 
diſcover the true meaning of Scripture, in all the 
great Articles of our Faith ; but yet this alone is a 
more uncertain way, and lyable to the Abuſes of He- 
rcticks and Impoſtors, The Socinians are a famous 
Example, what Wit and Criticiſm will do to pervert 
the plaincſt Texts ; and ſome other SeCtarics are as 
plaia a demonſtration, what work Dullneſs and 
Stupidity, and Enthuſiaſm will make with Scripture ; 
but when we have the practice of the Catholick 
Church, and an ancient and venerable ſummary ot 
the Chriſtian Faitl:, vw Inch has been the common Faith 
of Chrittians in all Ages, ro be our Rule in Expound- 
ing Scripture, though we may after all mittake the 
ſenſe of ſome particular Texts , yet we cannot be 
guilty of any great and dangerous miſlakes, 

This uſe the Church of Erg/and makes of the Ca- 
tholick Church, in Expounuing Scripture, that the 
Religioully maintains the ancient Catholick Faith, 
and will not ſuffer any man to Expound Scriptures tn 
oppoſition to the ancient Faith and Practice of the 
Catholick Church. 

But though the Belict and PraCftice of the Catho- 
lick Church be the beſt means of underſtanding the 
true ſenſe of Scripture, yet we cannot affirm this of 
any particular Church, or of the Church ot any par- 
ticular Age, excepting the Apoſtolick Age, or thoſe 
Ages which immediately ſucceeded the Apoſtles. Not- 
withſtanding this, the Church of Rome may be no 
good "7 mp of Scriptures, for the Church of Kome, 
chough ſhe uſurp the name of the Catholick Church, 
as preſuming her ſelf to be the Head and Fountain 
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of Catholick Unity, yet ſhe is but a part of the Ca- 
tholick Church, as the Church of E»g/and , and the 
Churches of France and Holland are; and has no more 
right to impoſe her Expoſitions of Scripture upon 

r Churches, rhan they have to impoſe upon her, 
If there happen any Controverſie between them , it 
is not the Authority of either Church can decide it, 
but this muſt be done by an appeal ro Scripture, and 
rheſenſe of the Catholick Church , in the firſt and 
pureſt Ages of it, 

For when we fay, that the bclick and Praftice of 
the Catholick Church is rh- beſt mcans to find out the 
rrue ſenſe of Scripture, we do not mean that the 
Church is the Soveraign and abſoluteJudge of the ſenſe 
of Scripture,but the meaning is,that thoſe Churches, 
which were founded by the Apoſtles , and received 
the Faith immediately from them, and were atfter- 
wards, for ſome Ages, governed by Apoſtoljecal 
men, or thoſe who were taught by them , and con- 
versd with them, are the beſt Witneſſes what the 
Dottrine of the Apoſtles was, and therefore as far as 
we can be certain, what the Faith of theſe Primitive 
Churches was, they are the beſt Guides tor rhe Ex- 
pounding Scripture. 

So that the Authority of the Church in Expound- 
ing Scripturebeing only the Authority of Witneſſes, 
it can reach no farther than thoſe Ages, which may 
reaſonably be preſumed to be Authentick and Credible 
Witneſſes of the Doftrine of the Apoſtles, and there- 
fore if we extend it to the four firſt general Councils, 
itis asfar as we can do it with any pretence of Rea- 
fon; and thus far the Church of Eng/and owns the 
Authority of the Church, and commands her Mini- 
fters to Expound the Scriptures according to the Ca- 
tholick Faith, owned and profeſs'd in thoſe days; but 

as 
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as for the later Ages of the Church, which were re- 
moved too far from the Apoſtles days, to be Witne(- 
ſes of their Doctrine, they have no more Authority 
in this matter, than we have at this day, nor has one 
Church any more Authority than another. 

3- And therefore, if by the Church being the 
means of knowing the ſenſe and meaning of the Holy 
Scriptures,be underſtood the Judgment and Sentence, 
and Decree of the Church, that we muſt ſeek no 
farther for the reaſon of our Faith, than the infalli- 
ble Authority of the Church , in Expounding Scri- 
pture, this alſo is abſolutely falſe and abſurd. 

This is more than Chriſt and his Apoſtles aſſumed 
to themſelves, while they were on Earth ; they were 
indeed infallible Interpreters of Scripture , but yet 
they never bore down their Hearers meerly with 
their Authority, but Expounded the Scriptures, and 
applied ancient Propheſies to their Events , and took 
the Vail off of Moſes's Face, and ſhewed them the 
Goſpel-ſtate concealed under thoſe Types and Fi- 
gures ; they confirmed their Expoſitions of Scripture 
by the force of Reaſon, and appealed to the Judg- 
ments and Conſciences of their Hearers, whether 
theſe things were not ſo ; Chriſt commands the Fews 
not meerly to take his own word, and to rely on Jus 
Authority for the truth of what he ſaid, but to ſtu 
dy the Scriptures themſelves ; and the Bereans are 
commended fo#this generous temper of mind , that 
they were more noble than thoſe of 7heſſalonica , tor 
they daily ſearcht the Scriptures, to ſee whether the 
Doctrine the Apoſtles Preach'd were to Le found there 
or not? Now I think no Church can pretend to be 
more infallible than Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and there- 
fore, certainly ought not to aſſume more to them- 
ſelves than they did ; and if the Church of Rome, of 
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any other Church, will convince us of the truth of 
their Expoſitions of Scripture, as Chriſt and his A- 
poſtles convinc'd their Hearers , that 1s by inlight- 
ning our Underſtandings, and convincing our Judg- 
ments by proper Arguments, we will gladly learn 
of them. . 

This courſe the Primitive Chriſtians took, as is 
evident in all the Writings of the ancient Fathers a- 
gainſt Fews and Hereticks ; they argue from the Scri- 
ptures themſelves to prove what the ſenſe of Scripture 
is ; they appeal indeed ſometimes to the ſenſe of the 
Catholick Church, not as an infallible Judge of Scri- 
pture, but as the beſt Witneſſes of the Apoſtolical 
Dod@rine: Thus 7ertullian argues againſt Hereticks, 
in his Book De Preſcriptionibus ; but when they rea- 
ſon about the ſenſe of Scripture , they never direct 
us toany infallible Judge , but uſe ſuch Arguments, 
as they think proper to convince Gain-ſayers. 

Nay, this is the way, which was obſeryed in all 
the ancient Councils ; the Biſhops of the Church 
met together for Common Counſel and Advice, and 
in matters of Diſcipline and Government, which 
were ſubje& to their Authority , they conſidered 
what was moſt for the publick benefit of the Church, 
and determined them by their Authority , not as in- 
fallible Judges , but as Supreme Governours of the 
Church, Inthe diſputes of Faith, they reaſon from 
Scripture, and the ſenſe of the Catholick Church, 
not trom their own Authority; and what upon a ſe- 
rious debateand inquiry they found to be moſt agree- 
able to the ſenſe of Scripture, and the Do&trine of 
the Church of former Ages, that they determined, 
and decreed to be received inall Churches, as the Ca- 
tholick Faith. That this is ſo, is evident from all the 
Hiſtories of the moſt Ancient, and celebrated 
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Councils, which any man may eonſult, who pleaſes. 

Now I would ask fome tew Queſtions about this 
matter. 1. Whether theſe Councils took a ſure and ſafe 
way to find out Truth? It they did not, what reaſon 
have we to believe that they determincd right? If they 
did,then we may ule the fame way,w hich they did;for 
that which is a good way in one Age,is ſoanother,and 
then there is no neceſſity of an Intallible Judge, to 
find out the ſcnle of Scripture , becauſe we have o- 
ther certain. ways of doing this ; the fame which all 
the ancient Councils obſerved. 

2. I would know, whether it be not ſufficient for 
evcry Chriſtian to receive the Decrees and Determi- 
nations of theſe Councils, upon the fame Reaſon and 
Authority which moved the Fathers aſſembled in 
Council to make theſe Decrees ? Whether,for Inſtance, 
we mult not believe the Eternal God-head of Chriſt, 
and that he is of the ſame ſubſtance with his Father, 
for the fame Reaſons for which the Nicexe Fathers 
believed this, and required all Chriſtians to believe 
it 2 If we muſt, then Scripture, and the ſenſe of the 
Catholick Church, not the Authority of a general 
Council, or any Infallible Judge , is the Reaſon of 
our Faith: For the Nicexe Fathers, who were the 
firſt that met in a General Council, could not belicve 
this, upon the Authority of any other General Coun- 
cil, much leſs upon their own Authority; unleſs we 
will fay, that they firſt Decreed this, then believed 
it, becauſe they themſelves Decreed it. If Scripture, 
and the ſenſe of the Catholick Church , antecedent- 
ly to the determinations of a General Council , or a- 
ny otherpretended Infallible Judge, be not a ſufhci- 
ent foundation for our Faith, then the whole Chri- 
ſtian World, before the Council of Nice , which was 
the firſt general Council, had no ſufficient Foundari- 
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on tor their Faith, for there was no particular Biſhop, 
or Church in thoſe days, which pretended to be the 
Infallible Interpreter of Scriptures, We Proteſtants 
have the ſame way to underſtand the Scriptures, have 
the ſame Reaſon and Foundation of our Faith, which 
the Nicen? Fathers themſelves had, or -which any 
Chriſtian could have, before there was any general 
Council, and if the Church of Rome do not think this 
enough, wecannot help that , we are abundantly 
ſatisfied with it. 

The Authority of a general Council in thoſe days, 
was deſervedly ſacred and venerable, not as an Infal- 
lible Judge, which they never pretended to , but as 
the moſt certain means they could poſſibly have to 
underſtand, what was, andin all Ages had been the 
received Doctrine of the Catholick Church. They 
met together not to make new Articles of Faith, which 
no Council in the World ever had any Authority to 
do, but to declare what was the truly ancient and 
Apoſtolick Faith ; and to put it into ſuch Words, as 
might plainly expreſs the Catholick ſenſe, and mect 
with the Diſtempers of that Age. 

For this end Grave and Reverend Biſhops aſſem- 
bled from all parts of the Chriſtian World, not mecr- 
ly to give their private Opinions of things, but to 
Declare what was the received Doctrine of thoſe 
Churches, over which they preſided ; and I know no 
better Argument of an Apoſtolick Tradition, than 
the conſent of all Churches, as remote from each o- 
ther as Eaſt an1 Weſt, which were planted by ſeveral 
Apoſtles, and differed very much trom each other, 
in ſome External Rites and Uſages, bur yet all agreed 
in the (ame Faith. And this is the true Authority of 
thoſe ancient Councils, that they were moſt likely 
to underſtand the true ſenle of Scripture , and of the 
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Catholick Church. This is the Proteſtant Reſoluti- 
on of Faith, and the Nicene Fathers themſelves had 
no other way, nor pretended to any other. 

Nay, the Church of Rome her (elf, as much as ſhe 
talks of Infallibility, makes very little uſe of it. She 
has never given us an infallible Comment on Scri- 
pture, but fuffers her DoCtors to write as fallible Com: 
ments, and in many things as contrary to each o- 
ther, as any Proteſtant Divines do: And I cannot 
imagine what good Infallibility does, if an infalli- 
ble Church has no better means of underſtanding 
Scripture, than the Comments of fallible men; that 
is, no better means than every fallible Church has ; 
for no man can underſtand the Scripture ever the bet- 
ter for the Churches being .intallible , unleſs this in 
fallible Church improve this glorious Talent of In- 
fallibility in Expounding Scripture ; which ſhe has 
not done to this day, and I believe never will. 

Indeed it is apparent, that Infallibility, as it is pre- 
tended to by the Church of Kome , can be ot no 
uſe, either in the Reſolution of Faith , or in Contu- 
ting Hercticks, whodeny this Infallibility , and then 
I cannot imagine what it 1s good for, but to multi- 
ply Diſputes, inſtead of ending them. 

As for the Reſolution of Faith ; ſuppoſe I ask a 
Papiſt, why he believes ſuch Articks , as the Divini- 
ty of Chriſt, or the Reſurrection of the dead, to be 
contained in Scripture 2 1t he anſwer, as he mult do, 
Becaule he is taught ſo by the Church, which is in- 
fallible; my next Queſtion is, How he knows the 
Church to be infallible 2 It he ſays he learns this trom 
Scripture ; I ask him how he comes to underſtand 
the Scripture, and how he knows that this 1s the 
ſenſe of it ? It he know this by the intallible inter- 
pretation of the Church, then he runs round in a 
Circle 
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Circle, and knows the Scripture by the Church, and 
the Church by the Scripture, as I obſerved before ; 
if he can find out the Churches infallibility by the 
Scripture, without the help of an infallible Judge, 
then it ſeems the Scripture is to be underſtood with- 
out the infallible interpretation of the Church ; and 
if men can find out intallibility in Scripture without 
the Church, I am confident they may find out any 
thing elſe in Scripture as well, without the Churches 
infallibility : For there is no Article of our Creed fo 
hard to be found there, as the Churches infallibility is. 
But however that be,after all this boaſt of infallibility, 
a Papiſt has no more infallible Foundation for his 
Faith, than a Proteſtant has, nor halt ſo much. We 
believe the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith , becauſe 
we find them plainly taught in Scripture, and uni- 
verſally received as the ſenſe of Scripture by the Ca- 
tholick Church in the beſt and pureſt Ages of it: A 
Papiſt believes the Church to be infallible, becauſe he 
thinks he finds it in Scripture, though the Catholick 
Church tor many Ages never found it there, and the 
greateſt part of the Chriſtian Church to this day can- 
not find it there : Now it they will but allow , that 
a Proteſtant (though a um tallible Creature) may 
reaſon about the ſenſe of Scripture, as well as a Pa- 
piſt, and that the Evidence of reaſon is the ſame to 
both, then we Proteſtants ſtand upon as firm ground 
as the Papiſts here, and are ar leaſt as certain of all 
thoſe Doctrines of Faith, which we find in the Scri- 
pture, and are ready to prove by it, as they are 
of their Churches infallibility ; but then we have an 
additional Security, that we Expound the Scriptures 
right, which they want, and that is the Doctrine 
and Practice of the Primitive Church, which con- 


firms all the Articles of our Faith, and Rules of wy 
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ſhip and Diſcipline, but gives not the leaſt intimati- 
on, that the Pope or Church of Rome , was thought 
infallible by them, and it the Primitive Church was 
ignorant of this, which is the beſt witneſs of Apoſto- 
lical Tradition , it is moſt probable, that no ſuch 
thing is contained in Scripture , though ſome merce- 
nary Flatterers of the Pope have indeavoured to 
perſwade the World, that they found it there. 

So that we have a greater allurance of all the Ar- 
. ticles of our Religion, trom Scripture and Catholick 
Tradition, than a Papiſt can have of the Churches 
Infallibility, and yet he can have no greater aſſurance 
of any othcr DoCtrincs of Religion , which he be- 
lieves upon the Churches Infallibility , than he has 
of Infallibility it ſelf. So that in the laſt Reſolution 
of Faith, the Proteſtant has much the advantage of 
the Papiſt, for the Proteſtant reſolves his Faith in- 
to the Authority of the Scriptures, Expounded by the 
Doctrine and Practice of the Primitive Church , the 
Papiſt reſolves his into the Infallibility of the Church, 
which he findsout only by Expounding Scripture by a 
private Spirit, without the Authority of any Church, 
but that whoſe Authority is under diſpute, 

And as the Doctrine of Infallibility is of no uſe in 
the laſt Reſolution of Faith, ſo it is wholly uſeleſs in 
diſputing with ſuch Hereticks as we are ; who deny 
Infullibility : for it is a vain thing to attempt to im- 
poſe any abſurd, or groundleis, and uncatholick Do- 
Etrines upon us, by the Churches infallible Autho- 
rity,who believe there is no ſuch intallible Judge ; but 
are reſolved to truſt our own Eyes, and to adhere to 
Scripture and the Catholick Faith of the Primitive 
Church in theſe matters. 

And therefore the great Advocates for the Church 


of Rome, arc forc'd to take the ſame courſe in contu- 
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ting Hereſics, as they call them, that we do: They 
alledgethe Authority of Scripture, the Authority of 
Fathers and Councils, to jullifie their Innovations, 
and here we willingly joyn iſſue with them, and are 
ready to prove, that Scripture and all true Antiquity 
is on our ſide; and this has been often and unan- 
ſwerably proved by the Learned Patrons of the Re- 
formation. 

But there are ſome very material things to be ob- 
ſerved trom hence, for our preſent purpole. For ei- 
ther they think this a good way to prove what they 
intend, and to convince Gain-ſayers by the Autho- 
rity of Scripture, - and Primitive Antiquity, or they 
do not. It they do not think this a good way, to 
what purpolc are there ſo many Volumes of Contro- 
verſic written 2 Why do they produce Scripture, and 
Fathers, and Councils, to juſtifie the Uſurpations of 
their Church , and thoſe new Additions they have 
made to the Chriſtian Faith and Worſhip? If this be 
not a good way to Convince a Heretick , why do 
they give themſelves and us ſuch an impertinent trou- 
ble? 

If this be a good way, then we are in a good way 
alrcady , we take that very way for our fatisfaCtion, 
which by their own Confeſſion and Practice, isa very 
proper means for the Conviction of Hereticks, and 
to diſcover the Truth, and aſter the moſt diligent in- 
quiries we can make, we are fatisfied that the Truth is 
on our ſide, | 

If the Authority of Scripture ſignifie any thing in * 
this matter, then itſeems Hereticks, who reject the 
Authority of an Infallible Judge, may underſtand 
Scripture without an Infallible Interpreter, by the 
Exerciſe of Reaſon and Judgment in ſtudying of them, 
otherwiſe why do they pretend to expound Scripture 
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to us, and to Convince us by Reaſon and Argument, 
what the true ſenſe of Scripture is. 

If the Authority of the Prinmtive Church, and 
firſt Chriſtian Writers, be conſiderable, ( as they ac- 
knowledge it is, by tieir appeals to them) then , at 
leaſt, the preſent Pope or Church, is not the ſole in 
fallible Judge of Controverſies, unleſs rhey will fav, 
that we mult not judge of the Doctrine or Practice of 
the Primitive Church, by ancient Records, (and then 
Baronius his Annalsare worth nothing) but by the 
Judgment and Practice of the preſent Churci, 

The ſumis this, There is great realon to ſuſpect, 
that the Church of Rome her 1tclt, does not believe 
her own Infallibility, no more than we Proteſtants 
do ; forit the does, ſhe ought not to ſutfer her Du- 
Ctors to diſpute with Hereticks, from any other To- 
pick, but her own Authority ; when they vic Rea- 
ſons and Arguments with us, and diſpute trom Scrt- 
pture and Antiquity : they appeal trom the infallibi- 
lity of the preſent Church, to every mans private 
Reaſon and Judgment, as much as any Proteitant 
does : and if the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith may 
be eſtablith'd by Scripture and Antiquity, without an 
infallible Judge, as they ſuppoſe they may be, by their 
frequent attempts to do it; this plainly overthrows 
the neceſlity ot an infallible Judge. In a word, not 
to take notice now, how weak and groundlets thts 
pretence of Intallibility is, it is cvident, that it is a 
very uſeleſs Doctrine ; tor thoſe who believe rhe 
Churches Infallibility, have no greater allurance 0! 
their Faith, than we have, who do not believe it; 
and thoſe who do not believe the Churches Intallibilt- 
ty, can never be Contuted by it. So that it can net- 
ther eſtabliſh any mans Faith, nor contute any Here 
flies; that is, it 1s of no uſe at all. 
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The Church of Fng/and Reverences the Authority 
of the Primitive Church, as the beſt witneſs of the 
Apoſtolical Faith and Practice, but yet reſolves. her 
Faith at laſt into the Authority of the Scriptures. 
She receives nothing fur an Article of Faith-, which 
the does not find plainly enough taught in Seripture, 
Lut itis a great confirmation of her interpretation 
of Scripture, that the Primitive Church owned the 
fame DoCtrines, which ſhe does; and the looks upon 
| it as a ju{l prejudice againſt any Expoſitions cf Scri- 
T 11} pture, it they contrad:i; the common Faith of the 
"44 firſt Chriſtians; and therefore when the words of 
(il Scripture are fairly capable of different ſenſes, ſhe 
chules that ſenſc which1s moſt agrecable with: the Ca- 
tholickFaith,and practice of the PrimitiveChurch ; bug 
| ſhould any Doctrines be impoſed upon her , as Arti- 
M4 cles of Faith, which are no where to be found in 
oy Scripture, or which are plainly contrary to it, ( as 

bf the new Zrent Creed is) whatever pretence there 
be for the Antiquity of ſuch DoQtrines, ſhe utterly 
rejects them ; ſhe will not put out her own Eyes to 
follow any other Guide; and thanks Le to God , ſhe 
needs not reject any truly Catholick Doctrine in this 
way. We till retain the Faith of the Primitive 
Church, and are greatly confirmed in it, from that 
admirable conſent there 15 between the Scriptures , as 
Expounded by us, and that Faith which was ancient- 
ly owned and received by all Chriſtians. 

Having thus ſhewn in what ſenſe the Church is the 
Interpreter of Scripture : I procced now to the Second 
thing contained in thisPaper, That this Church muſt be 
known to be the true Church, by its continual viſible 
Succeſſion from Chriſt till our days. Now theſe few 
words containa great many, and very great miſtakes, 
the ſubject of the Inquiry is, haw we may — 

UC 
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ſuch a Church, whoſe word we may ſafely take for the 
true ſenſe and meaning of Scripturc. 

Now, 1. The Author of this Paper, whether igno- 
rantly, or deſignedly, 1 know nor, alters the ſtate of 
the Queſtion, and inſtead of a Church, which is an 
unerring and infallible Interpreter of Scripture, which 
would be very well worth finding, he tells us how 
we may know a true Cliurch; now T take a true 
Church, and an infallible Interpreter of Scripture, to 
be very different things. A Church may be guilty 
of Schiſm and Hereſic,and yet may be a true Church, 
though not a ſound,Orthodox,and CatholickChurch ; 
for a truc Church is ſuch a Cliurch, as has all things 
neceſſary, and eſſential tothe Being and Conſtituti- 
on of a Church ; this a Church may have, and ſuper- 
add other things, which are deſtructive of the Chri- 
ſtian Faith, and very dangerous and tatal miſtakes; as 
we believe, and arc able to prove the Churcl1 of Kome 
has done ; and yet we acknowledge her a true 
Church, becauſe the retains the true Chriſtian Faith, 
though miſerably Corrupted by Additions of her 
own ; as a man 15a trueman, though he be ſick of 
a mortal Diſeaſe. Now it a true Church may cor- 
rupt the Chriſtian Faith, we have no reaſon to rely 
on the Authority ot every true Church, tor the true 
ſenſeand mcaning of Scripture. 

2. Let us ſuppoſe, that by a true Church , hc 
means an Infallible Church , whote Authority we 
may fafely rely on in Expounding Scriptures ; this 
Church, he ſays, is to be known by a continual viſi- 
ble Succeſſion from Chriſt, till our days: Now if 
this viſible uninterrupted Succeſſion be the mark of 
ſuch atrue Church, as is an infallible Interprerer of 
Scripture, then, 1. The Greet Church is an infallible 
Interpreter of Scripture ; for p has as viſible and un 
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interrupted a Succeſſion, from Chriſt and his A 
{tles to this day, as the Church of Rome has; and fo 
we have two intallible Churches (not to inſtance in 
any more at preſent, who have as good a Succeſſion 
as cithcr of them) which are directly oppoſite to each 
other ; and what ſhall we do in this Caſe 2 Muſt we 
belicve Contradictions, or muſt we diſ-believe infal- 
lible Churches ? 

2. If a viſible Succeſſion from Chriſt and his Apo- 
files makes any Church an infallible Interpreter of 
Scripture, then all the Churches, which were plan- 
ted by the Apoſtles, were infallible. All the Churches 
which were planted by the Apoſtles, have an cqually 
viſible Succetlion from Chriſt ; thoſe Churches which 
were planted by the Apoſtles, may be preſumed as 
intail:ble while the Apoſtles were preſent with them, 
as they were afterwards ; and thoſe Churches which 
ſucceeded tieſe Apoſtolical Churches, at the diſtance 
of an Ag2 or two, may be ſuppoſed as intallible as 
any Church of this Age is; for if a viſible Succeſſion 
from Chriſt makes a Church infallible, why thould 
not a Succellion of a hundred, or two hundred 
years make them as infallible as a Succeſſion oft ſixteen 
hundred years, unleſs they think that Infallibility in- 
creaſes with the Age of theChurch,which I could wiſh 
truc,but we ſee very little ſign of it. Now according to 
theſe Principles all the Churches which were planted 
by the Apoſtles, and have a continual viſible Suc- 
cclſion from Apoſtolical Churches, through all Ages, 
ſince the time of the Apoſtles, muſt be intallible ; tor 
if a continual viſible Succeſſion confers Infallibility , 
and is the mark whereby we muſt know it, then eve- 
ry Church, which ever had, or has to this day this 
viſible Succeſfion, muſt have Infallibility alſo, which, 
it ſeems, is entailed on Succeſſion. And _ we 
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have found out a World of infallibility, - and it is won- 
derful, how any Apoſtolical Church came to be o6- 
over-run With ſo many Errors and Hereſics , and to 
grow ſo corruptand degenerate, as toprovoke God to 
root them up ; it every Apoſtolical Church was in- 
fallible, I cannot imagine how whole Churches, 
which viſibly ſucceeded the Apoſtles, ſhould be in- 
fected with Hereſfie ; for if Infallibility it felf will 
not ſecure a Church from Hereſie, the Lord have 
mercy upon us. 

3. This mark he gives how to find out ſuch a true 
Church as is an infallible Interpreter of Scripture, w/z. 
A continual viſible Succetſion trom Chriſt till this day, 
includes another great miſtake; for it ſuppoſes , that 
there is ſome Churci now in being, on whoſe Autho- 
rity we mult rely for the ſenſe of Scripture; tor 0- 
therwiſe there can be no uſe of a viſible Succcilion to 
this day, in this Controverlie : if, as I have already 
proved at large,we mult rely only on the Authority ot 
the Primitive Church, not of the Church of this pre- 
ſeat Age, for the ſenſe of Scripture, and that not 1s 
an infallible Judge, but as the moſt Authentick Wit- 
neſs of the Apoltolical Doftrine and Practice, then 
wecannot find out this Cliurch by a viſible Succelli- 
on to thisday , but by examining the ancient Re- 
cords of the Primitive Church, where we ſhall find 
what the Faith and Practice of the Cliurch in thoſe 
days was, Whichis the ſate{t Rule to guide us in the 
Expoſition of Scripture. Though there were no 
Church in the World at this day, which could prove 
a continual viſible Succeſſion trom Chriſtand his Apo- 
ſtles, yet while we have the Scriptures, and the Re- 
cords of the Primitive Church, we have very fſutfici- 
ent means for the underſtanding the true meaning ot 
Scripture : So that of whatever uſe this talk ol a — 
ua 
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ual viſible Succeſſion may be in other Caſes, it is 
wholly impertinent in this. A Church which -can- 
not prove ſuch a continual viſible Succefſion , which 
was not founded by any Apoſtle,or Apoſtolical men, 
or has loſt the Memory or Records of its firſt Planta 
tion, may yet have very certain means of knowing 
the true ſenie of Scripture, from the Scripture it ſelt, 
and the Doctrine and Practice of Apoſtolical and 
Primicive Churches, and a Church which has the moſt 
viſible uninterrupted Succeſſion from Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, may beſo far from being an infallible Inter- 
preter of Scripture, that {ſhe may be very corrupt 
and erroneous her felt, it ſhe forlake the Apoſtolical 
Tradition, contained in the Writings of the new Te- 
ſtament, and Expounded by the Catholick Faith and 
Practice of the firſt Churches; as we know the 
Church of Rome has done, which is ſo far from being 
an infallible Church, that we believe her to be the 
molt corrupt Church in the World. 

And thusI think we are prepared to venture up- 
on the laſt Clauſe of this Paper, wherein the whole 
force of the Argument, ſuch as it is, is turned upon 
the poor Proteſtant Churches. But I doubt (fays the 
Author of this Paper) whether or no the Proteſtant 
Church can make out this continual viſible Succeſli- 
on, and defire to be informed. The ſting of which 
Argument lies in this, that we Proteſtants have no 
certain way of knowiopg the true ſenſe and meaning of 
Scripture, becauſe we cannot prove the continual vi- 
ſible Succeſſion of our Church, trom Chriſt unto this 
day ;and therefore we ought to go over tothe Church 
of Rowe, who has! this viſible Succeſſion, and receive 
all her DiCtates as infallible Oracles. But, for Anſwer 
to this, conſider, 


x. That fappoſe the Proteſtant Church could a 
make 
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make out ſuch a continual viſible Succeſſion , yet 
we may underſtand the Scriptures very well without 
it, and need not go to the Church oft Rome to Ex: 
pound Scripture for, us, as F have already ſhewn at 
large. Had Þ= proved that we had been no Church, 
tor want of a viſible Succeſſion oft Church Ofhcers, 
or that our Religion were a Novelty , which was ne- 
ver heard of in the World before Lather, this had been 
ſomethung more to the purpoſe ; but to pretend that 
we cannot underſtand the Scriptures, tor want of a 
viſible Succellion, is ſuch a looſe and inconſequent 
way of reaſoning, as a poor lallible Proteſtant would 
be aſhamed ot. 

2. Bucpray, why can't the Protcſtant Church of 
Emlandprove her continual viſible Succellion trom 
Chriſt cil this day, as well as the Church ot Mome? 
Here was a Chriſtian Church planted in this Nation, 
as very good Hiſtorians ſay, as carly as at Rome, and 
it has continued here ever ſince, to this day : when 
Aaſtin the Monk came over to FEnz/anud , he found 
here a company of reſolute Brit7i/h Biſhops and 
Monks, who would not ſubmit to the Uſurpations of 
Rome, and the Fxzliſh and Britti/5 Churches under 
ſeveral Changes and Alterations, have continued to 
this day, with a viſible Succeſſion of Chriſtian Bi: 
ſhops , and what Letter Succetlion can Rome ſthew 
than this 2 

I ſuppoſe no Roman Catholick will diſlown the Suc 
cellion of the Church of En7/and, till the Retormation, 
and I pray , how camc we to lole our 5uccetlion 
then ? Did the Reformation of thoſe Abutes and 
Corruptions, which had crept into the Church, an- 
church us 2 Juſt as much as a man ceaſes to be the 
ſame man, when he is cured of tome mortal Dileate : 


Did not the Church of Ene/and conlilt of the famine 
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Perſons, before the Reformation andafter 2 A great 
many indeed diſowned the Reformation ; but were 
not at all thoſe Perſons, who were ſo attive and zea- 
lous in the Reformation, formerly of the Roman Com- 
munion? And did they loſe their Succeſlion 
too, when they became Reformers 2 When a Church 
conſiſts of the ſame Biſhops, Prieſts, and People, 
which ſhe had before , though ſhe have not all the 
fame that the had ; when the retains the ſame anci- 
ent Catholick and Apoſtolick Faith, which ſhe did be- 
fore, only renounces ſome Errors and Innovations, 
which ſhe owned betore, how does this forfeit her 
Succeſlion 2 The Church of England is the very ſame 
Church now, fince the Retormation, which ſhe was 
before, and therefore has the very ſame Succeſlion, 
rhough not the fame Errors, to this day, that ever 
ſhe had ; and that, I think, is as good a Succeiſion as 
the Church of Rome has, 


Thereare but two things to be conſidered in the 
caſe of Succeſſion : Either a Succeſſion ef Church 
Officers, or a Succeſſion of the Faith and Do&trines 
of the Church, 


r. As for a Succeſſion of Church Officers, we 
have the ſame that the Church of Rome has. Thoſe 
Engliſh Bilhops who embraced the Reformation , re- 
ceived their Orders in the Communion of the Church 
of Rome,and therefore they had as good Orders, as any 
arcin the Church of Rome ; and theſe were the Perſons, 
who Conſecrated other Biſhops,and ſo in Succeſſion to 
this day. For as forthe ſtory of the Nags-head Ordina 
tion, that is ſo tranſparent a Forgery, invented many 
years after to reproach theReformation,that I prefame 
no ſober Reman Catholick will inlilt ont. R 

; ut 
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fr 2h rr ers Peep : 


( 3s) 


But we arc Hereticks and Schiſmaticks , and this 
forfeits our Orders, and our Succeſſion together, 
But, x. This charge ought firſt to be proved a- 
gainſt us, that we are Hereticks and Schiſmaticks,we 
deny and abhor both the name and thing, and it we be 
not Hereticks, and Schiſmaticks,as we are ſure we are 
not, and as the Church of Rome can never prove 
us to be, then according - to their own Conteſlion, 
our Orders muſt be good, 


2. However be we Hereticks, or Schiſma- 
ticks, or whatever they pleaſe to call us, how 
does this deſtroy cur Crcers and Succeſſion? The 
Catholick Church would not allow in former Ages, 
that Hereſie or Schiſm deſtroyed the validity of 
Orders. St. Jerome diſputes againſt this at large, 
in his Book Contra Luciferianos. And St. Auſtin al- 
lows the Donatiſts Biſhops to have valid Orders, 
though they were Schiſmaticks, and therefore 
that the Sacraments adminiſtred by them were 
valid, And indeed, if Hereſie will deſtroy Or- 
ders and Succellion, the Church of Rome will be 
as much to ſeck for their Orders and Succellion, 
as we are, Which, by their own Contellion, 
have had ſeveral Herctical Popes, and no bo- 
dy knows how many Biſhops Ordained by 
them, | 


2. As for Succeſſion of Doctrine , which is as 
conſiderable to the tull, as Succeſſion of Orders, 
the great Articles of our Faith are not only 
plainly contained in Scripture, Lut have been de- 
livered down to us, through allages of the Church 
by an uninterrupt ed Succeflion. 

The 
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The Church of Rowe her ſelf, in her greateſt 
Degeneracy, did own all that we ©» in pure mat- 
ters of Faith > When we reform21 the Church we 
did not make a new Religion, but only ſeparated 
the old Faith from new and corrupt Additions ; 
and therefore the quarrel of the Church of Rome 
with us, is not that we believe any thing which 
they do not believe , but that we do not believe 
all that they would have us. 


The Dottrine of the Churc't of Enzland is tru- 
ty Primitive and Catholick, caught by Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, owned by the Primitive Church, and ex- 
cepting the Diſpute between the Latin and Greek 
Church, about the Filijoque, or the Holy Spirits 
p—_ from the Father aud the Son, received 

y all Catholick Churches to this day ; which 
is as compleat and perfect Succeſſion, as any Doctrine 
can have ; therefore when the Church of Rome asks 
ns, Where was our Religion before Luther 2 we tell 
them it was all the World over, all Catholick 
Churches believed what we do, thouz't we do not 
believe all that they do, they themſelves did, and 
do to this Day, owa our Creels, and Articles of 
Faith, excepting ſuch of them as are dire&tly op. 
poſed to their Innovations. a. 


So that we are on a ſure Founlation, our Faith 
has been received in thz Catholick Church in all 
Ages, But now the Ctucch of Rom? cannot ſhew 
fuch a Succeſſion for her new Datcines an Arti- 
des of Faith, which were unknown to the Primi- 
- tiveChurch for miny Ages, which were rejeted 
by miny flouci thing Churches, fince the firſt ap- 
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pearance of them, which never had a quiet poſſeſſi- 


on in her own Communion, and were never formed 
into Articles of Faith, till the packt Conventicle of 


Trent. 


This I think is « ſufficient Anſwer to this Paper, 
Gas 


and it pities me toſee ſo many well-meaning Per 
abuſed with ſuch tranſparent Sophiſtry., 
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* ' Conſiderations of preſent uſe, confideting the Danger Reſulting from. 
the Change of our Chu ch-Govermnevt. | 

1. A Perſwafive th Communion with the Church of England. 

2, A Reſolution of ſome Caſes of Conſcience , which Reſpett 
| Church Communion. 
| "oY 3. The Caſe of Indifferent things , uſed in the Worſhip of God, 
x Propoſed and Stated, by corfidering theſe Queſtions, G&c. 

4. A Diſcourſe about Edification, 

5. The Reſvlution of this Cale of Conſcience, Whether the Church of 
England's Synbelizing ſo far as it deth with the Chwich of Rome , makes 1t 
unlawſul to bold Communion with th: Church of England ? 


| i 6. A Letter to Anexymus,in Anſwer to his Three Letters to Dr.Sber/och 
| JT" aboot Church-Communions 
E- x >, 7 Certain Caſes of Conſcience Reſolved, concerning the Lawfulneſs 


) Jy The Caſe of mixt Communion. Whether it be Lawfut to fepa- 
+ 55% rate from a Church upon the Account of promiſcuous Congregations, 
WITNESS and Mixt Communions ? 
DINE 0 9.An Anſwer to theDifſenters Objettions againſt theCommon Prayers, 
and ſome other parts of Divine Service Preſcribed in the Liturgy of the 
Church cf - England. 
to, The Caſe 6 Kneeling at the Holy Sacrament, Stated and Relvl- 
ved, Uc. The firſt Part. | 
' 11, Certain Caſes of Conſcience, 4c. The Second Part. 
; 12, A Diſcourſe of Profiting by Sermons, and of going to hear 
| where men think they can profit moſt, | 
13. A ſerious Exhortation, with ſome Important Advices, Relating to 
the late Caſes ahout Conformity, Recommended to the Preſent Diffen- 
ters frgm the Church of Fnglard. 
14. An Argument for Union, Lc. : | 
f 1<., The Caſe of Kneeling, &c. The Second Part. q 
1. A Diſcourſe about the charge of Novelty upon the Reformed 
Church of England, made by the Papiſts asking of us the Queſtion, 
Where was our Religien before Luther ? 
2. A Diſcourſe about Tradition,ſhewing what is meant by it,and what 
| Tradition is to be Received, and what Tradition is to be Rej-ted, 
= 7." TrED ference of the Cale between the Separation of Proteſtants 
from the *Church of Reme, and © the Separation of Difleriters "from 
the Church of, England. 
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